the Letters show his mind less violently at work and
the affections more naturally employed. They arc an
indispensable supplement to the poetry and the preach-
ing.   As to the preaching there is not much that is
commonplace about that.   Donne would perhaps not
be a popular preacher now, just became people arc so
much worse educated now than they were in the reign
of James I. They require something more obvious. But
perhaps even then men went to his sermons, an they
would now, to see and hear the great man * doing
his stuff/   And very fine stuff it Is*
Happily Mr, Scott does not aim at more than a plain
text with a brief introduction. In only one point has he
to determine a question of scholarship* lie says he did
not wish to reproduce the original spelling since much
of it is obsolete, but has retained the spelling of a late
Eighteenth Century edition (that of Anderson) 5n order
to give the text the right flavour,   It is certainly curious
to note what a difference it makes to spell even an
occasional word in an old-fashioned way, but if it
matters whether It is the right flavour or not, then some
caution may*be needed*   But to run a theory is no part
of Mr, SeottV business as, he (rightly) conceives it.
He is like a man who, if his salad needs oil and vinegar